Maria
Domenica:

The Key
to my Ilfe
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My name is Maria Domenica Mazzarello
and | was born here in Mornese, in the
north-east of Italy
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—1wds thé oldestof 7.
_and loved my parents
=« I Giuseppe and

Maddalena
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the room
| where | was
Bborn. | believe

they use it to
pray ih now and |
* like that becaus




This is our Parish
Church, almost my
second home




| was
Baptised
in this

church on
the very
day | was

born



| made my
First
Communion
here and

loved to
attend daily
Mass







When | was about 11, we moved to
this Farm called Valponasca
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Valponasca was far from the village but |
loved it, because of one small window
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This became my Prayer window,

because it looked towards Church



Here is the view from my window
Church‘ at Valponasca
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was hard work but | was young strong




, I was mlove witk
remmded me of h|




Bn the wllage

" foIIowmg a ‘
ik reak- |n,,a‘l;
b ponasca'
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It was here
that
recovered
from the
typhoid |
caught while
nursing my
relations and
which nearly
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After my illhe§s |
could not work in
the vineyardes. -
With a friend | set
up a sewing
school for girls




We finally
moved our
sewing
classes into

= this house
| 5 and lived as a
i committed

lay
community




We also had llll . M\h
club for the 2#

irls in their w,, <o

free time ~ N
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yome, who needed a
ome, came to live
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first
Salesian
isters
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And sent us to I|ve in ‘The College
Which was built for boys but had
not been allowed to open
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Then | had to say

= coodbye
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| had to follow my own advice:
“Courage,
and | want you to be cheerful.”




With my Sisters, | moved to this

Ui

g T




[k

From here | wrote many letters to my
Sisters, especially those who were
missionaries in South America
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In this time of so much
uncertainty, my message to all my
friends on earth is:




Take heart. When you are
tired and troubled go and

place all you worries in the
Heart of Jesus, and there you
will find solace and comfort




| want you to be cheerful, to love
one another, to be understanding of
one another
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Remember that whatever you do: pl:
study, sew, or dance, you can offel

everything as a message of love to G
" L




And my final word:

m what charity
requires.”
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